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Biography of Youngsuk Chi

Youngsuk “Y.S.” Chi is an international businessman and a leader in the media and technology industry. As
Chairman of Elsevier, the leading global publisher of scientific, technical, and medical (STM) information
products and services, Mr. Chi leads the development of information solutions that are transforming the STM
industry. He also oversees Corporate Affairs as well as the strategic direction of business interests in Asia for
Elsevier’s parent company, Reed Elsevier. In addition, he currently serves as President of the International
Publishers Association (IPA), a global organization that represents the interests of more than 50 publishing
industry association members from countries around the world. Mr. Chi is based in London and New York, but
travels extensively to meet with scientific research communities and government bodies worldwide.

Mr. Chi joined Elsevier in June 2005 as Vice Chairman and Head of Global Academic and Customer Relations,
and became a Member of the Management Committee of Reed Elsevier in May 2009. In December 2009, Chi
accepted additional responsibility as CEO of Elsevier Science & Technology (S&T). The Elsevier S&T division is
the global leader in serving researchers across academic and government institutions, corporate research labs,
booksellers, and other scholarly constituencies by developing innovative products and services such as
ScienceDirect, Scopus, the SciVal suite of products, and Cell.

Born in 1961 as the youngest child of Ambassador and Madame Sungkoo Chi, Mr. Chi came of age personally
and professionally in multiple cultures. He graduated cum laude from Princeton University with an A.B. in
Economics and earned his MBA in Finance at Columbia University. Upon completing an eight-year stint with
American Express International Bank in the U.S., Mexico, England, France and Singapore, he joined Ingram
Micro, the world’s largest distributor of computer products, in 1992. There he supervised the growth of
Ingram Micro Europe from its first central warehouse in Lille, France, and founded and successfully led Ingram
Micro’s Asian businesses.

In 1996, Mr. Chi joined Ingram Book Group as Chief Operating Officer, and subsequently held several President
and CEO positions at Ingram. He also founded Lightning Source Inc., the industry’s first print-on-demand
distributor and e-book delivery services provider which won numerous book and technology industry awards
for its historic innovations. In 2001, Mr. Chi joined Random House, the world’s largest general interest book
publisher, as its Chief Operating Officer and moved quickly to the position of President. Later, he became the
founding Chairman of Random House Asia, where he led the efforts to make Random House the first foreign
trade book publisher with local language publishing in Japan and Korea.

Mr. Chi has earned widespread respect for his ability to work across cultures. Recently, he has focused his
efforts on the APAC region, notably China. During his time at Random House, Mr. Chi was personally involved
in the publication of The Man Who Changed China, the biography of former Chinese President, Mr. Jiang
Zemin. At Reed Elsevier, he travels to China several times a year to meet with government officials, publishing
executives, and academic leaders. In 2009, he supervised the collaboration between Elsevier and Chinese
publishers to publish the English-language versions of two books by Mr. Jiang Zemin on China’s energy and
informational technology industries. He has also twice been invited to be a keynote speaker at the Beijing
International Publishing Forum. Finally, as IPA President, Mr. Chi has taken an active interest in China’s
copyright issues.

Mr. Chi is actively involved in numerous educational, artistic, charitable, and professional organizations,
currently serving or having served as a trustee or board member of Princeton University, the Korean American
Community Foundation, Princeton University Press, the Association of American Publishers, the International
Association of Scientific, Technical & Medical Publishers, the United States Golf Association, McCarter Theatre,
Watkins College of Art and Design, and Family & Children Services.



